
Jennie (Belk) Doyle
September 26, 1910 - April 28, 2012

Lenore Belk Doyle, 101, died Saturday, April 28, 2012 at Craighead Nursing
Center in Jonesboro. She lived most of her life in the Hoxie area serving her
family, church and community. 
Jennie Lenore Belk was born September 26, 1910 to Joe and Edith Belk at
their family farmhouse two miles west of Hoxie. The fourth of their six children,
she graduated Hoxie High School in 1928 after excelling in literature, Latin
and dramatic performance. Lenore survived a tornado that struck Hoxie High
School in the 1920s by moving to a different desk, moments before the roof
crashed in. On a later occasion, she was able to walk away from a wreck after
a train struck the automobile she was driving across the Iron Mountain tracks
at Hoxie. 
She married Roy Jefferson Doyle on October 30, 1931 as the Great
Depression was beginning, and she gave birth to their three children in the
separate decades of the 1930s, '40s and '50s. Widowed in 1960, she finished
raising a daughter and raised her youngest son alone during that decade and,
in the 1970s and '80s, she helped her oldest son in raising his four boys after
their mother died. 
During her active years, Mrs. Doyle taught children's classes in Sunday school
and vacation Bible school, sang in the church choir, and served as a
communion steward at the Hoxie United Methodist church where she was a
member for more than eight decades. She was a member of the Women's
Society for Christian Service (WSCS), the organization that later became



United Methodist Women (UMW). In the 1990s, Mrs. Doyle created a dramatic
monologue in which she appeared in character as Susannah Wesley, the
mother of Methodism's founder John Wesley, presenting that role in a number
of United Methodist churches in the area. She was in her eighties at that time. 
Serving as a 4-H club sponsor, Mrs. Doyle wrote and directed original
dramatic productions for the young participants, once taking her club to
Fayetteville for a state competition. Mrs. Doyle was active in the Home
Demonstration Club, the Hoxie Garden Club, and a group of women who
enjoyed producing hooked rugs, one of her favorite activities. 

 At the time of her birth in 1910, many states including Arkansas did not allow
women the right to vote. By the time she came of age in the early 1930s,
women's suffrage had passed and Lenore exercised that right regularly, voting
in elections that ranged from the Roosevelt era to the Obama era. 
An avid reader and lover of all things English, she was well acquainted with
the literature of William Shakespeare, Thomas Hardy, Agatha Christie, and the
King James Bible. Some of her poems were published in magazines and
newspapers. One of her favorite places was the Lawrence County Library in
Walnut Ridge. 
Appreciating the importance of music, she traded fresh eggs to Mrs. S.L.
Richardson of Hoxie for her daughter's piano lessons. She loved Bach, Mozart
and Beethoven. Before becoming severely hearing impaired, she enjoyed
listening to music programs on KASU. In fond memory of her husband Roy,
and of her brother-in-law Lloyd "Red" Cochran, she liked to check in on the St.
Louis Cardinals. 
Lenore's independent personality and quirky frankness sometimes caused
older family members to roll their eyes; younger members found Grandma to
be refreshingly – in their words – cool. Grandchildren and great-grandchildren
have been known to quote this saying of hers: "Don't worry so much about
what other people will think. Most of them do so very little of it anyway." 
Mrs. Doyle was preceded in death by her parents, Joe D. and Edith Belk; a
sister, Josephyne Belk Smith; three brothers, Harry Belk, Sidney Belk, and



Wilfred Belk; and a grandson Matthew Belk Doyle. 
 Survivors include her sister, Isabel Cochran of Piggott; one daughter, Nancy

Doyle Oldham (Daniel) of Little Rock; two sons, James Roy Doyle (Vivian) of
Jonesboro and Michael Belk Doyle (Robyn) of Sedgwick; seven grandchildren
including James Steven Doyle (Jan) of Columbus Miss; Philip Hunt Doyle
(Diane) of Little Rock; Timothy Bergen Doyle (Misty) of Jonesboro; Debbie
Oldham Clement (Scott) of Little Rock; Cathy Oldham Sanders (Kraig) of Little
Rock; Libby Doyle James (Zach) of Sedgwick; Daniel Scott MacGregor Doyle
of Sedgwick; one step-grandson Tony Leblanc of Jonesboro; thirteen great-
grandchildren, four great-great grandchildren, and seven nieces and
nephews. 

Send Flowers & Gifts



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 1. 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM (CT)

Bryan Funeral Home
415 NW Texas St.
Hoxie, AR 72433

Interment

MAY 2 (CT)

Lawrence Memorial Park
Colonial Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476

Funeral Service

MAY 2. 10:00 AM (CT)

Bryan Funeral Home
415 NW Texas St.
Hoxie, AR 72433
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Jennie (Belk) Doyle

Brenda Warren - Hoxie, AR - Friend - May 08, 2012 at 12:00 AM

I have always thought alot of Mrs. Doyle. She was a very lovely and
special woman. Mrs. Doyle will be missed by many. My deepest
sympathy to the family, please know my thoughts and prayer's are
with you all. 

 Alway's , Brenda Warren

Gloria & Sam Bridges - Paragould, AR - Friends - May 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Mike & Robyn, Nancy & Daniel, Mrs. Isabel, Libby & Zach, Daniel
Scott. Debbie, and Cathy, 
 
We are sorry about the passing of Mrs. Doyle. Although we did not
have the opportunity to meet her, we know that she was a wonderful
mother, sister, and grandmother, just a remarkable lady in general.
We pray that God would comfort you and your families and give you
peace. 

  
In Christ, 

 Sam & Gloria Bridges

Carolyn Jackson - Little Rock, AR - May 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Grandma Doyle was a brilliant, funny person. I am blessed to have
known her. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time.
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Elizabeth King - Hot Springs, AR - Friend - May 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

I have the fondest memories of your mom and Jerry (my husband)
in the Oldham's back yard in Jonesboro. They had grand
discussions of everything from philosophy and human nature to
birds and flowers and it was always interesting and funny. She was
a special person.

Teresa Roosevelt - Conway, AR - May 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

To my precious daughter-in-law and her father, brother and mother. 
 I first met Granny Doyle at our first Thanksgiving Celebration

together, when we all felt the impending engagement coming, just
around the bend, between you and Zach. I knew I was going to like
her the minute you introduced us, when she immediately asked me
"Which Roosevelt is your husband related to?" If you will recall,
Jack ended up riding with you, Mike, to take her home that evening.
Jack fell in love with her that very day. With her, and her home. He
related to me that it seemed that every corner you turned in her
home there was something of interest with a story behind it. 
Jack and I are so very sorry for your loss. Just remember that your
loss, is heavens gain. She was a very sweet soul and will be missed
by us, all.

Brenda Moore - Bay, AR - friend - May 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Nancy, and family, so sorry for your loss. She was such a joy when I
visited with her at the nursing home before my mother passed. You
will miss her but heaven will rejoice. Love you Brenda Moore
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Leeann Hester Castleberry - BONO, AR - Friend - May 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Michael, Robyn, and Family, 
 So sorry for the loss of your Mother and Grandmother. Our thoughts

and prayers are with you all. 
 Sincerely, 

 Aunt Betty Scott Hester, Leeann Hester Castleberry, Robin
Castlberry and Lauren and Kristen.


